IN WITH THE DARKNESS:

Leopold, Loeb and their Quest to Kill in
Jazz Age Chicago.

In 1924, two University of Chicago students killed a 14-

year-old boy "for the thrill of it.” The trial that followed

was one of the most infamous in Chicago history. The

two killers, Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb, have
long been remembered as intellectuals who murdered as a
type of science experiment. Such a legacy is mistaken.
Leopold and Loeb were actually budding serial killers
with a violent, sadistic past. During the trial, both the
prosecution and defense agreed to keep quiet about these
past crimes. "In with the Darkness” brings audiences back
to the glamour of the 1920s where evil lurked among the

South Side elite.

About the speaker: Emilie Le Beau Lucchesi, PhD is an author, journalist, and
professor. Prior to pursuing her PhD, she contributed more than 800 stories to the
Chicago Tribune. Most recently, her work has appeared in The New York Times, The
Atlantic, and Discover Magazine. She is the author of "Ugly Prey: An Innocent Woman
and the Death Sentence that Scandalized Jazz Age Chicago” (Chicago Review, 2017).
The book was recommended by The New York Times, Ms. Magazine, Bustle.com, and
Crain's Chicago Business. Her second book, "This is Really War: A Navy Nurse POW
in the Occupied Philippines” (Chicago Review, 2019) was featured in The New York
Times, NPR, and WGN-TV. She has presented to dozens of libraries, professional

organizations, and historical societies.




